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from executing." In the lectures now discovered and
published we have therefore a first draft of the Wealth
of Nations and also a first draft of the projected work
on Justice, or Jurisprudence, "a sort of theory and
history of law and government," as he called it in a
letter of 1785.

How, then, comes it to pass that we possess these
legal and economic lectures just as Smith delivered
them to his class at Glasgow, in spite of Dugald
Stewart's express statement that no part of them had
been preserved " excepting what he himself published
in the Theory of Moral Sentiments and in The Wealth of
Nations'"!

"When Smith left Glasgow in 1764 his fame stood
high, and probably there were many note-books
containing his lectures floating about in the college.
A good manuscript of useful lectures would pass from
one student to another and might from time to time
be found on a bookstall. In the session of 1762-3, or
possibly of the previous year, an intelligent and atten-
tive student took down Smith's lectures with unusual
accuracy. At least one copy was taken of it after
Smith had left the University; for the manuscript so
happily preserved is dated 1766, is clear, well written,
and free from abbreviations, while some of the mistakes
are evidently misreadings and not mishearings. That
this fair copy was not made by the student who took
the original notes is further shown, says the editor,
"by the fact that, though the original note-taker
must have been able and intelligent, the transcription
is evidently the work of a person who often did not
understand what he was writing."

The manuscript consists of 192 leaves octavo size,